
“Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD guards the city, the guard 

keeps watch in vain. It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for [the 

LORD] gives sleep to his beloved.” Psalm 127:1-2. 

Dear Christian friends, 

October 31, 2017 marks the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther posting his Ninety-Five Theses upon the church 

door in Wittenberg. This anniversary has been promoted and emphasized especially amongst Lutherans for a few 

years and it will culminate this October 31. I have tended to avoid promoting this anniversary event. I am 

concerned as a Lutheran, this event will only stir feelings of nostalgia and triumphalism among our people.   

The posting of those musings for discussion (ie. the 95 Theses) are suggested to have initiated the Protestant 

Reformation.  Luther, among some Lutherans, is granted great veneration because of this act and it is even 

suggested that he alone is responsible for this significant historical and cultural reformation. The reality is that a call 

for reformation of the church and her practises had started over 140 years earlier with John Wycliffe in England. He 

died in 1384 and was condemned as a heretic at the time of Huss’ condemnation. Jan Huss in 1403 in Prague 

posited 45 articles following Wycliffe’s teaching for discussion which revolved around the common theme of the 

Church’s role in society and governance. Jan Huss was burned-at-the-stake on July 6, 1415 after being condemned 

as a heretic by the Council of Constance and Huss’ associate, Jerome, likewise was condemned for heresy and 

martyred on May 30, 1416. The fate of martyrdom never befell Luther. “Because of [Wycliffe’s] teachings, nearly all 

of which anticipated Luther by about 140 years, Wycliffe has been called ‘the Morning Star of the Reformation’. 

Circumstances prevented Lollardry from developing in the 14th century. But Wycliffe fashioned the torch, John Huss 

passed it on, and Luther used it to light the fuse which caused the final explosion in 1517.”i  Thus we understand 

that the initial sparks of the Protestant Reformation were struck well before October 1517.  

Luther is almost worshiped as an idol by some Lutheran people. He would condemn them for their wrong attitude. 

Further Luther would be disappointed that we need to remember this event at all. Luther did not post his 95 Theses 

with the intent that they would be the catalyst used immediately to divide the Church; to fragment it into 

numerous denominations. Luther consistently condemned any movement to call a Christian denomination after 

him. Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church when he could not go against the Holy 

Scriptures and his conscience. Luther would want all Christians to seek the Holy Scriptures for understanding, 

guidance and clarity in matters of our faith and practice.  

A NALC core value reads, “We confess the apostolic faith in Jesus Christ according to the Holy Scriptures. We affirm 

the authority of the Scriptures as the authoritative source and norm, ‘according to which all doctrines should and 

must be judged’ (Formula of Concord). We accept the ecumenical creeds and the Lutheran Confessions as true 

witnesses to the Word of God.”ii  

As the words of the Psalm declare, unless the LORD is present and exalted in whatever endeavours of the Church 

and her followers, those endeavours will be futile. Luther merely was a man in his time used by God to bring clarity 

to the Gospel message and the presence of faith in people’s lives. Luther nor his act is to be worshiped; but only 

the one LORD – Risen and Exalted – revealed in the Holy Scripture and proclaimed in Confessions of Faith is worthy 

of our praise.  Soli Deo Gloria.  

In Christ’s name, 

Pastor Kevin. 
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